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UNCLAS LAGOS 2040 

E.O. 11652 : NA 
TAGS : BEXP, NI 

SUBJ : LAGOS INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR: UNOFFICIAL OVERVIEW 
REF: LAGOS 1350 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY CONFERENCES WITH MINISTRY OF TRADE AND 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY OFFICIALS AND INSPECTION VISIT TO 
FAIRGROUNDS REVEAL THAT BUILDING WORK MOVING ON SCHEDULE BUT 
THAT ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS AND OPERATIONAL PLANNING STILL 
LAGGING. PRINCIPAL FAIR FACILITIES WILL CONSIST OF FOUR 
STURDILY BUILT, MODERNISTIC PAVILIONS SURROUNDED BY CIRCULAR 
OPEN-AIR DISPLAY AREAS. PAVILIONS ARE RESPECTIVELY DESIGNATED 
FOR DISPLAYS BY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS, FOREIGN COMPANIES, 

NIGERIAN COMPANIES, AND NIGERIAN FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS. 

AS IT PROBABLE THAT NIGERIAN PRIVATE SECTOR WILL NOT PARTICIPATE 
ON LARGE SCALE, POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT FOURTH PAVILION WILL BE 
RESERVED FOR ECOWAS NATIONS WHILE THIRD PAVILION WILL HOLD BOTH 
NIGERIAN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR EXHIBITS. LARGE FOREIGN 
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GOVERNMENTS AND COMPANIES (I.E., AMERICAN, EUROPEAN, ETC.) MAY 
BE ASKED TO BUILD OWN PAVILIONS IN OPEN-AIR DISPLAY AREA, LEAVING 
FAIR-BUILT PAVILION INTERIORS FOR SMALLER GOVERNMENTS AND FIRMS. 
MOST FACILITIES NECESSARY FOR NOVEMBER EVENT WILL BE TURNED OVER 
TO FMG BY CONTRACTOR IN JUNE. EXCEPT FOR A PLANNED LARGE HOTEL, 

IT APPEARS THAT MOST FACILITIES WILL BE READY BY NOVEMBER, ALTHOUGH 
LESS ESSENTIAL ITEMS SUCH AS AN AMUSEMENT PARK WILL NOT BE 
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COMPLETED UNTIL SOMETIME NEXT YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

1. DATE: STILLSETEORNOV. 27-DEC. II. SLIPPAGE BACKWARDS IS 
POSSIBLE. 

2. SITE: KILOMETER 15 WEST OE LAGOS ON BADAGRIHIGHLWAY. IN 
MILES, SITE IS 13 EROM EMBASSY, 10 FROM EKO BRIDGE, 9 EROM 
NATIONAL THEATER AND 4 EROM EESTIVAL VILLAGE. IT BORDERS AND IS 
NORTH OE BADAGRI HIGHWAY, WHICH IS EOUR LANES DIVIDED. HIGHWAY 
ERONTAGE IS TWO KILOMETERS, DEPTH IS 1.5 KILOMETERS. 

3. CONSTRUCTION: ENERGOPROJKT OE BELGRADE, YUGOSLAVIA IS 
DESIGNER AND CONTRACTOR EOR BUILDINGS. WIMPEY OE UK IS 
PUTTING IN ROADWAYS. ALL CONSTRUCTION APPEARS TO BE ON TIME. 

WORK STARTED IN JANUARY 1975. ENERGOPROJEKT EMPLOYING 150 
YUGOSLAV, 2000 NIGERIANS. TOTAL COST WILL E NAIRA 120 MILLION 
(DOLLARS 192 MILLION). BUILDERS BELIEVE EAIRGROUNDS COMPLEX IS 
LARGEST IN AERICA AND ONE OE LARGEST IN WORLD. 

4. ACCESS: RELATIVELY GOOD EROM BOTH APAPA DOCKS AND MURTALA 
MUHAMMED AIRPORT, IKEJA, ABOUT 10 MILES FROM EACH, MOSTLY ALONG 
DIVIDED EOUR-LANE HIGHWAYS. LOCATION WEST OF CITY ALLOWS TRAFFIC 
FROM PORT OR AIRPORT TO ESCAPE DOWNTOWN LAGOS TRAEFIC CONGESTION. 

5. LODGING: SITE HAS lOO-UNIT MOTEL PLUS CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
QUARTERS. WELTON BECKET OE LOS ANGELES HAS DESIGN CONTRACT EOR 
LARGE HOTEL ON PERIMETER OE EAIRGROUNDS BUT WORK HAS NOT YET 
STARTED. NEAREST HOTELS ARE IN APAPA, IKEJA AND LAGOS MAINLAND 
(EBUTE METTA, SURULERE, YABA). 
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6. EXHIBITION FACILITIES: EOUR LARGE PAVILIONS SURROUNDED BY 
OPEN-AIR DISPLAY GROUND 100 METERS WIDE ENCIRCULING EACH BUILDING. 
WAREHOUSE READY IN JUNE TO ACCEPT GOODS EOR LATER DISPLAY. 
PAVILIONS INTENDED EOR EOLLOWING USE: 

A. HALL OF NATIONS: FOR FOREIGN GOVERMENT DISPLAYS. CLOSEST 
TO HIGHWAY. INTERIOR DISPLAY AREA IS 12,000 SQ. METERS OF WHICH 
9,000 IS MAIN FLOOR, 3,000 MEZZANINE. MAIN FLOOR IS ONE GROUND 
(NO BASEMENT); BASE CONSTS OF 20 CENTIMETERS GRAVEL, 22 CM. 

CONCRETE SLAB AND 4 CM. CONCRETE FINSISH TO BE COVERED BY HARD 
PAINT TO DETER DUST. MEZZANINE FLOOR IS 6 CM. CONCRETE. BUILDERS 
EMPHASIZE THAT FLOORS CAN HOLD GREAT WEIGHTS. INTERIOR OF HALL 
INTERSPERSED BY LARGE NUMBER OF SUPPORTING CONCRETE PILLARS SPACED 
ABOUT 20 FEET APART. LOWEST CLEARQNCE IS 4 METERS, HIGHEST 
INTERIOR POINT (ON MEZZANINE) IS ABOUT 12 METERS. BOOTHS WILL 
HAVE ACCESS TO WATER, TELEPHONE AND THREE-PHASE ELECTRICITY 
OUTLETS. MAIN FLOOR EXTERIOR WALLS ARE GLASS. NO AIRCONDITIONING 
EXCEPT IN SMALL OFFICES AND LOUNGES. SMALL RESTAURANT IN PAVILION 
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(PLANS CALL FOR RESTAURANTS OUTSIDE AS WELL). EXTERIOR OPEN-AIR 
DISPLAY AREA WILL HAVE WATER AND POWER SUPPLY POINTS. OUTSIDE 
SUREACE WILL BE GRAVEL. 

B. INTERNATIONAL HALL: FOR EOREIGN COMPANY DISPLAYS. BORDERS 
HIGHWAY. DIMENSIONS AND EACILITIES VIRTUALLY SAME AS HALT. OF 
NATIONS ABOVE, BUT THERE ARE EAR EEWER PILLARS AND THESE ARE MORE 
WIDELY SPACED. TWO EREIGHT ELEVATORS. 

C. CENTRAL PAVILION: INTENDED FOR NIGERIAN PUBLIC SECTOR, I.E., 

EMG AND STATE GOVERNENTS., BUT AT SUGGESTION OF HEAD OF STATE MAY 
BE UTILIZED BY ECOWAS (WEST AERICAN COMMON MARKET) GOVERNMENTS. 
LARGEST CONSTRUCTION GROUP ON SITE, IT HAS LARGE MAIN HALL LINKED 
WITH 8 ANNEX BUILDINGS. 

C. NIGERIAN PRIVATE SECTOR PAVILION: ORIGINAL PURPOSE WAS TO HOUSE 
DISPLAYS OF LOCAL BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS, BUT IT MAY TAKE BOTH 
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GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS EXHIBITS. DIMENSIONS SIMILAR TO 
INTERNATIONAL HALL. 

7. DISPLAYS AND RENTALS: UNOFEICIALLY, MINISTRY OE TRADE 
REPORTEDLY THINKING THAT BOTH LARGE GOVERNMENTS AND LARGE COMPANIES 
COULD BE PERSUADED TO BUILD OWN PAVILIONS IN OPEN-AIR DISPLAY AREAS 
AROUND PERMANENT PAVILIONS (A AND B ABOVE), LEAVING INTERIOR DISPLAY 
AREAS FOR USE OE SMALLER GOVERNMENTS AND COMPANIES. THIS BECAUSE 
INTERIOR SPACE INSUFEICIENT EOR FORESEEN DEMAND. EMBASSY VIEW IS 
THAT WE SHOULD REJECT ANY OVERTURE TO BUILD ADDITIONAL US PAVILION 
OUTSIDE INTERNATIONAL HALL AND INSIST THAT US FIRMS BE FREE TO 
DISPALY INSIDE OR OUTSIDE AS APPROPRIATE FOR THEIR PRODUCTS. IN 
REGARD TO HALL OE NATIONS,PROPOSED USIA GEODESIC DOME WOULD BE 
INSTALLED OUTSIDE BUILDING. WE HAVE NO NEED EOR INTERIOR 
BUILDING SPACE. THERE HAS YET BEEN NO APPORTIONMENT OF SPACE INTO 
STANDARD DISPLAY UNITS; THIS WILL NOT BE DONE UNTIL FAIR 
AUTHORITIES HAVE CLEARER IDEA OE HOW MANY EXHIBTITORS WILL 
PARTICIPATE. EAIR MANAGEMENT CURRENTLY CONSIDERING RENTALS OE 
DOES 50 PER SQUARE METER EOR INTERIOR DISPLAY AND DOLS 25 PER 
SQUARE METER EOR OUTSIDE DISPLAY AREAS. OBSERVERS OUTSIDE MINISTRY 
REGARD THESE SUGGESTED RATES AS DISPROPORTIONATE, AND SCALE CAN 
CHANGE. 

6. APPLICATION: MINISTRY OF TRADE PLANS SEND OUT INVITATIONS: 
APPLICATIONS IN MARCH. ENERGOPROJEKT HOPES PUBLISH BROCHURE IN 
NEAR EUTURE. 

EASUM 
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